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Secretary’s notes

Here we are in September and 2016 is flying past. | hope
everyone who has been on holiday have returned refreshed and
well.

We have had some lovely services during the year and been so
grateful to all who have helped to fill our pulpit during this year.
| am sorry we are no nearer to finding a new minister for our
church but expect to receive some more profiles from our
Regional Minister soon and hopefully will make some progress
then.

We are looking forward to our Harvest Parade service on
Sunday 25 September at 10-30 am and a concert by the Lions
Youth Brass Band at 7-00 pm on Saturday 8 October. You are
all welcome to join us on these occasions.

Congratulations to our teenagers Jessica and Lara on their
success in the G.C.S.E.Examinations. We wish them every
happiness in their future studies. Well done girls!

Some of us have suffered sickness during the summer months
and we wish them all a speedy recovery. | wish to thank all my
friends at Union Street for your kind words and help during my
bereavements and operations. | am hoping things will be back
to normal soon!

May God Bless you all.
Helen Birtles
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David Kerrigan, General Director of BMS World Mission L

since 2009, has announced that he has decided to \

~
stand down from the role in the summer of 2017. ’BMS

world mission

"Since | started with BMS back in 1983, and allowing for seven years
in pastorate here in the UK, | will have enjoyed nearly 29 wonderful
years as a mission worker, regional team leader, Director for Mission
and General Director, but the time has come to let someone else lead
BMS over the coming years”.

David’s leadership in defining BMS’ vision for the future has been a
key theme of his tenure. The 2010 strategy document C 2 NJ Rigd R X
out his manifesto vision for taking BMS forward in areas including
witnessing to world faiths and listening to global voices. The
successor document ¢ KS | A 3 K Sudlisghedn2015, bailt on
those commitments and extended into new areas, defining
sharpening BMS’ commitment to the Great Commission and being
inspired by prophetic imagination and issues around gender justice.
Those aspirations were laid out in detail earlier this year in the 2016-
2020 strategy, which also outlined three overarching aims of working
in fragile states, among the most marginalised peoples and in the
least evangelised communities.

David has also taken a lead in developing BMS as a distinct theological
voice, challenging people to think courageously about issues that
affect life in the western Church as well as globally. He’s keen to
stress that he’s not leaving yet though! In the months to come, David
will lead the work in pursuit of those aims, and will also take BMS to
becoming an incorporated body, which is a very significant
development, in making BMS’ core structures fit for purpose in
today’s rapidly-developing regulatory framework.
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Chair of the BMS Board of Trustees, Maureen Russell, has thanked
David for his "consistently spiritual and wise leadership" and will now
lead the process to identify the next BMS General Director.

Please pray for Maureen, the trustees, the staff team and of course
David himself as that process is begun.

But as one career is nearing its end, others are just beginning...........
Pray for 34 young Christian adventurers out to change the world

The BMS World Mission 2016/17 Action Teamers have arrived at our
International Mission Centre ready for a year in mission. They’ve
packed their bags and said their goodbyes, jumped in cars and
boarded trains, left the comfort of home and stepped into the
unknown — and arrived at the BMS International Mission Centre
(IMC).

September is the start of training for our 2016/17 Action Teams.
They’ve travelled from across the UK, and one member has even
come from Germany! The young Christians have a month of mission
training before heading off to India, Thailand, Nepal, Italy, Uganda,
Kosovo and — for the first time this millennium — Zimbabwe. The first
ever Action Wales team is also being trained, in partnership with the
Welsh Baptist Union, who are going to (you guessed it) Wales.

After their training at IMC, the eight Action Teams will head off to
their mission assignments around the world for six months. They’ll be
helping trafficked women and working on farms, teaching English to
street children and helping to empower the local church. While
overseas, they will be supported by BMS workers and partners. On
their return to the UK, they’ll be touring churches — sharing stories of
the amazing ways God has worked in their lives and in the lives of
those they’ve met and served.

Please pray for the wonderful young people embarking on Action
Teams and the Action Wales programme this year. Pray that God
would bless them and use them to bless others — as they train, serve
and tour UK churches.
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Ministry of FIlowers

September

4 In Memory of Dennis Morton and Nancy
11  Mrs Carol Spencer

18  Mrand Mrs D Kellett

25 Harvest

October

2 In Memory of Brian and Hazel Dodd

9 In Memory of Edith and Bernard Kennerley

16  In memory of Harold and Phyllis Fox and Chris
23 Mrs Annette Elliott

30 Vacant
November
6 In memory of Mr and Mrs H Meachin

13  In Memory of Yvonne Chetwood
20  In Memory of Mr and Mrs C Riley
27  Vacant

BMS Birthdays

Remembering your birthday with a gift to the BMS medical missions:

September
24 Ruby Johnson
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NEWS FROM OUR UNI FORMED ORG/

This is a new feature in The Messenger, which | hope you all enjoy —
any feedback will be gratefully received. Thanks.Gill Lindop

7th Crewe Rainbows and Brownies Report Summer Term 2016
Well what a busy term we have had. During the Easter holidays we
had a joint afternoon to celebrate (a little early) The Queens 90th
birthday. During this fun afternoon we had elocution lessons, made a
birthday cake, made a necklace and handbag and had afternoon tea
complete with cucumber sandwiches.

We also made and wrote birthday cards and | posted them to
Buckingham palace. And a few weeks after the Queen’s birthday we
were delighted with a card of thanks from the Queen and a letter from
her lady in waiting.

Rainbows have had a food themed few months, making, eating,
crafting and planting activities. To link with this both Rainbows and
Brownies enjoyed an evening looking around Tesco in Crewe and
doing some fab activities with their staff, all organised by our young
leader Grace!

Brownies have been completing clauses of the mission spectacular
badge which is celebrating 100 years of the senior section. We hope
to finish this by Christmas. As part of this the girls raised just over
£25 towards their chosen charity - the USBC roof fund! The girls also
completed their entertainers badge and did a little performance for
their parents at the end of term.

We also had special meetings to celebrate Fathers Day where the
girls invited a significant person / their Dad and we had lots of fun
completing many challenges including crafty ones and even blindfold
sandwich making!



Looking forward, the girls are still to choose their activities for the
autumn term as we plan with "girls in the lead!" But two evenings at
the start of the year will be celebrations of new beginnings. One
dedicated to Leanne (our Brownie helper) who gets married on the
10th of September. The Brownies have planned to have a "hen party"
brownie style!

And towards the end of September our Rainbows will be saying thank
you and good bye to our brilliant Rainbow young leader Grace who is
off to university! We will miss her but hopefully she will come back to
visit!

If you know any 5-11 year old girls who are looking for some fun
activities and challenges, then 7th Crewe has spaces at both
Rainbows and Brownies!

Thank you Jane Kellett (Barn Owl and leader in charge)

BEAVERS

There were 13 invested Beavers in the Colony, with 4 on Link to Cubs
and Leaders were trying to recruit more. They were continuing with
badge work, but it was still a bit of a rocky road and Leaders were
disappointed that only 2 Beavers attended Swimpic at Nantwich
Baths. Similarly the take up for the joint Beaver/Cub camp was so low
it proved uneconomic and had to be cancelled. A trip to the Fire
Station was booked for 12 August.



CuBS

The Cubs were currently 17 strong, with the Link system working well
between the Sections. They had been visited by Charlotte Kay and
her buddy dog to hear about “A Dog’s Life”, whilst some of the Cubs
competed in the District Milldale Fun Run, which had a poor turn out
with 4 in the 8yr and 1 in the 9yr categories. This made it difficult to
win anything, and Swimpic was similar, with only 3 Cubs taking part,
who enjoyed it but were very cold at the end.

They had visited Pets At Home to handle bearded dragons, rabbits
etc leaving with a goody bag to help them complete the Pet Friendly
badge and in September, they would attend the 100 years of Cubs
Camp at Milldale. The Cub Leader was concerned about how often
parents ignored event deadlines but came along afterwards expecting
their child to go on it.

SCOUTS

There were currently 24 Scouts, who visited South Cheshire College
to use their climbing wall including b-laying, went on a sleepover and
10 of them attended the Tatton Park Camp. Several Scouts were
down for Swimpic but on the night 7 failed to attend, however they
came joint second with only 4 Scouts. Well done to all.

The monthly Saturday night discos were not well attended, but did
give them a safe place to go and there were 17 Scouts signed up for
the week long Chalfont Camp this summer costing approximately
£220 each. This included all food and activities including a trip to
Harry Potter World, an inflatable day, shooting etc.

The Scout Leader agreed that parents did not respond to event
deadlines, meaning several Scouts were ineligible for an event, and
often, after the hard organisational work, the turnout had been so poor
it was soul destroying. Parents needed to realise Leaders were
volunteers and gave up their free time to do Scouting. One Scout had
already gained silver at the District shooting event and would be going
on to shoot at Bisley.
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Deacon’s Diary

September is here, “season of mists and mellow fruitfulness”, bringing cool,
sunny mornings like today, which send me out looking for dewdrops on
gossamer webs, woven by the Orb spider: the jewels of autumn. It's a time
of sadness as we say goodbye to summer, though deep beneath the earth,
spring bulbs are awakening, a promise of new life to come that | discover, as
| plant some autumn bedding. Life for us has its ups and downs too. We
remember in prayer those friends in our congregation who are struggling
with illness of the pain of bereavement at this time.

As we approach the last quarter of 2016, we are looking forward to finding a
new minister to lead us into the future. This is a work in progress led by the
Deacons with input from Phil Jump. Thanks to some of our members and
visiting preachers, Sunday services have continued to cheer and inspire us.
These have been facilitated by the hard work of Helen, Iris and others
working quietly in the background with whom, Union Street as we know it
would not exist. Thanks to all of you.

Anne and Robin stated a Bible and prayer group recently, which has links on
the internet and strengthens our relationships with others and our Lord.

“For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews,
Gentiles, slaves or free—and were all given one Spirit to drink”. 1
Corinthians, 12:13.

Please pray for the Deacons and all those involved in the search for a new
Minister, that they will be guided by the Holy Spirit.

Enjoy the vibrant colours of autumn and the gently falling leaves as they
lead us into Winter and the promise of Spring.

Pam Burton
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Sat 8 October — 7.30pm — Lions Youth Brass Concert. Tickets price
£7 on sale now.

Sat 26 November — 7pm — Kipling Singers Concert. Tickets price
£7.50, including buffet and Dutch Auction. Available soon.

Sat 3 December — Choir presents “Night of Miracles” by John W.
Peterson. Admittance free.
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Union Street Baptist Church

Union Street, Crewe, CW2 7DJ

Minister: (We are in interregnum at the moment)

Secretary: Helen Birtles ................o...... 01270 589075
helen@birtles6000.freeserve.co.uk
Treasurer: Anne Hynes..........c........... 01270 651882

a_khynes@yahoo.co.uk

Website: e,

www.crewebaptist.co.uk

The Messenger is published on behalf of Union Street Baptist Church.
Please forward all editorial material to the name given in this issue,
to either:

Annette Elliott annette.elliott@btinternet.com
or

Dena Goodrich  goodrich_16@hotmail.com
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